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Bentonville First Fridays Fetch Downtown Family Fun
Bentonville, AR – August 5, 2009, Downtown Bentonville’s monthly First Friday event will be held on August 7th, from 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm on the Downtown Square.   Themed “Dog Days of Summer,” the program offerings include live music, contests and games, dog oriented programming, children’s activities and food.

The Walmart Spark Stage, located directly in front of the Walton 5&10, will host live music by Bentonville’s own Truth About Movie Stars from 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm. The Children’s Hour Preschool will provide a short dance performance immediately following the music and then a variety of contests and games will be held on the stage.  The main stage will be mc’d by comedian and juggler Chris Cockrell, who will also be performing throughout the evening around the Square.  Camp Bow Wow will have dog bikini and beauty contests, and Walmart will hold a watermelon and moon pie eating contest, along with a water balloon tossing contest.  Sign up for the contests will begin at 5:00 pm next to the stage.  Prizes will be provided to the winners.  Musicians from the weekly downtown Pickin’ on the Square event will round out the evening on the stage with a bluegrass jam session.
Camp Bow Wow, one of the Dog Days of Summer sponsors, will be hosting a series of dog related activities on the east side of the Square, including a dog/owner look-a-like contest, dog search and rescue demonstrations, dog cool-off swimming pool stations and a dog karaoke program.  They will also be doing activities to help raise funds to support local dog shelters.  K-9 Academy will be joining in the activities with a dog obstacle course and Aussie Pet Mobile of NWA, a mobile dog washing service, will also be on site. In addition, Walmart will be  providing sample packs of brand name dog products.
Additional activities include a 40’ long slide, pony rides, Batter Up! batting cages, Crafty Cottage craft workshops, Mr. Fishbucket balloonworks, Chroma Art face painting and lots more.  Complimentary chair massage by Deby Hopping will also be offered in B La Rue.  Food for that evening includes Carsten Festival Foods, Swalty Kernel, Hot Dog Alley, Big Guys Sub and New Orleans Snow Balls, The Station Café and Table Mesa Bistro. Stacy’s on the Square, downtown’s newest restaurant, will be celebrating their grand opening that evening.
The Trike Theater for Youth (120 S. Main Street, 866-331-3681) summer interns will be producing a pay-what-you-can performance of Mineral Water Cures All at 7:00 pm that evening.  A one-act play by Stephen Kennedy, the play centers around a young writer experiencing writers block while staying at a historic hotel in Hot Springs, Arkansas.  What he doesn't know is that his room is haunted by a ghost who once worked for Al Capone.
Crystal Bridges at The Massey (125 E. Central, 479.418.5700) will also be hosting an ArtBuzz After Dark: Contemporary Craft/Is it Art? from 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm during the August 7th First Friday evening. Alison Carter, Learning Experiences Administrative Assistant, and Ben Edwards, Exhibition Coordinator, discuss challenging concepts of how needle and fiber work are incorporated into contemporary art.  Traditional materials and techniques have been appropriated by a wide range of artists to inform their work, but does that make it art?  The ArtBuzz programs are a free, drop-in public gallery talk.

First Fridays are held every first Friday of the month from 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm on the Downtown Bentonville Square.  The events are produced by the nonprofit Downtown Bentonville, Inc.  The First Friday season is sponsored by the Bentonville Convention and Visitors Bureau, Pepsico, Harrison French and Associates, Bentonville Merchant District, Tate and Haney, Arvest Bank and Walmart.
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